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A very warm welcome
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A brighter
future is still
beckoning

We all know how lovely it is to be on, or beside, our beautiful
river. It feels like even more of a privilege these days,
particularly for me as I’m out there so often.
Let’s be honest, there are times when it’s rather special
when there’s no-one else about and the Avon seems like
it’s all yours.
Not for me, now. It has been painful seeing an empty
navigation that should be thronging with Boaters, lined
with picnickers and echoing with laughter (although
wildlife popped up all over the shop, as you’ll read inside).
There were times when I didn’t have anyone in the office
or in the work boat with me... and it has all emphasised that
the most important things in life are people and teamwork.
People give meaning to all of our work, inspire us and
buoy us up. It doesn’t matter that they bring us down too
sometimes; there’s always someone there to give us a lift.
When the going got the toughest most of us have known,
it was people coming together, to support, to cheer, that
kept us all afloat.
Ironically, the lovely summer was at times busier than
ever and, whisper it, there was no flood. If it wasn’t for that
other thing, ANT would have ticked off a really good year.
Instead, like every other organisation, we’ve had to
restructure and pare down to be strong enough to survive.
We’ve had to make very painful decisions, including letting
go of some excellent people, who’ve done a really great
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job. That flies against everything I stand for, but it had to
be done to ensure ANT’s future.
Sadly a number of Members, Boaters, friends and
supporters have fallen during this conflict. We pay
tribute and celebrate the lives of Nick Farr, Pat Dodson,
Carl Everson, Kate Malcolm and Tracey Allen in this
booklet and we say a sad final farewell to them saluting
their contribution.
These navigators and supporters join the ANT roll of
honour who have been the custodians of and enjoyed our
lovely river ensuring that it is here for future generations
to enjoy. “In memory of friends sadly passed away still
volunteering and navigating on the mighty river in the
sky, rest in peace.”
Avon businesses, like us, did open up for summer and our
Boaters and visitors returned. But these are still uncertain
times for us all, which is why we have dug deep to produce
some measures to support our Avon community.
It has been so heartening to see how everyone is pulling
together, both here and right across the country, offering
a helping hand, practical support and a shoulder to lean
on. We are moving towards a brighter future, together.

Clive Matthews

Editor and ANT Chief Executive

Our front page picture, of Cammell at work, was taken by
Evesham Lock Site Warden Christopher Murfin, and it
made Clive’s day. Turn to page 15 to find out why.
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Here’s a lovely, gentle way to push off into the mainstream
mayhem that was 2020, thanks to our esteemed River
Avon Poet Laureate.
Alison Bergqvist has selected a rather apt creation from
The Little ANT Book of River Poems.
Ali was a sailing enthusiast before she fell in love with
drifting along the Avon with partner Chris and was moved
to verse. A Different Ocean resonates with that, as well
as these life-changing times.
“It illustrates the mutability of life by saying that what
we used to do and enjoy and strive for changes over

time,” she muses.
“We can all learn to go with the flow, adjust to the new
circumstances we find ourselves in and, if we’re very lucky,
find even better ways to live and enjoy our lives. Indeed
cruising on our beautiful Avon is what has kept so many
of us sane in these insane times.”
Boxes of her ANT-published book of poems were
delivered bang on time, just before Ali’s birthday and the
start of the new season.
Unfortunately, it was also days before the first lockdown,
which has shifted the book launch to 2021.

Our Poet Laureate has made waves in all sorts of ways. In the wake of the news of her appointment,
we’ve heard that all sorts of ANT people have been inspired to verse themselves. Here are two to enjoy.

Putting poetry pen to paper
Hands-on Volunteer Steve Myers admits he was
a bit taken aback when the muse struck during
lockdown.
“A few words came into my head and I thought,
oh, that sounds quite interesting. So I wrote them
down and sort of carried on,” says Steve, who’s
usually too busy to even think of picking up a pen.
He’s a Volunteer Patrol Officer, MVT regular and
looks after Offenham Lock with wife Amanda.

“It’s something I’ve never even thought about
doing before. I blame Covid, as I was scratting
around trying to find things to do.”
Steve polished off his first ever poem as a very
welcomed thank you to Clive Matthews and the
team as they beavered away through lockdown.
Poem number two is already ticked off. “It’s an
epic, because it goes through every Avon lock,”
says Steve, who crafted it on a trip downriver.

When Covid arrived
The Volunteers were set aside
Clive and his crew
Were set a task to do
To keep the river open
Through mighty floods they battled
This task did not get them rattled
So to Clive and his crew
It’s still a job to do
As Baldrick said, there’s a plan ahead
To keep the river open
With PPE on, the work is carried on
Thanks to them all it’s a duty call
Stay safe.

A DIFFERENT OCEAN
No more the salt sea beckons me.
I desire no longer that tingle of fear
As the wind freshens, spars creak and decks heel.
I’ve stood my watch in fog, sun and squall,
Fretted for tides, heaved, hauled
And felt euphoric at landfall.

My passion has morphed to a gentler kind
And the river is now my ocean.
Warm breeze ruffled and hot sun healed
I ride smoothly the sleepy river,
Watching the wildlife living theirs
While mine slows to a milder meander.

I still swoon at the sight of a ship in full sail,
Honeyed gleam of fresh varnish, polished brass,
Those scents of seaweed and Stockholm tar,
The memory of the power of the wind in my hand.
But sailers are not the only ships
And salt sea not the only water.

Lock gates and paddles replace warps, sheets and halyards.
Ropes to be coiled but a different day’s work to be done.
My own floating home the waters to roam
And a safe snug mooring at nightfall.
Waters that lap in a world softly swaying
Is all I now ask of my ocean.
©Alison Bergqvist

ANT Chairman of Volunteers Paul Cronin expected
MVS Head of Unit Nic Price to respond to an SOS
with his customary alacrity. But he wasn’t expecting
a poem.
“The MVS did a perfect job, as always, in buoying
off a partly submerged tree above Strensham.

“Then came this lovely verse. I am impressed,”
he says.
Actually poetic Nic had been sending out one of
his “ditties” every day to cheer up members during
lockdown and included Paul specially for this project.
Nice.

Three boats set off in the evening sun
On a job for ANT that had to be done
The hazard was found and safely buoyed
In a way we knew would get Clive overjoyed
Then back thru’ the lock, three boats went in line
With safe social distancing maintained all the time

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU: A new raft of support for Boaters and businesses. Full story on page 16.
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THE FLEET
Open for drinks 11am-11pm everyday
& for food12-3pm & 6-9pm weekdays •
12-9pm Saturdays & 12-8pm Sundays • great food & great ales
telephone number 01684 274020 email thefleet@wadworth.co.uk

Shannon our manager welcomes you to our beautiful
and historical riverside inn, set on the banks of the River Avon
2 miles out of Tewkesbury on the left hand side
travelling towards Stratford-upon-Avon.
New Function Room
We offer an array of delicious traditional pub fare and our renowned
Chef's Specials of the day, served with great brewed Wadworth Beers
such as 6X and Horizon... And of course our large selection of
spirits and wines will be able to satisfy the most discerning of palates.
TheFleetatTwyningistheidealsettingtodrink,dine,socialiseandrelax.
And our professional and friendly team look forward
to giving you a warm welcome to our breath-taking venue.
Dogs are welcome both inside and out with dog treats available from the bar!

We offer a 5% discount on drink for anyone mooring
and free mooring for our customers.
We offer a number of other special offers throughout the year.
To keep up to date with us follow us on Facebook & Twitter
the fleet - @fleettwyning
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Avon View Narrow Boats
Based at Avon View Marina

Narrowboat Hire cruising the most popular routes in the uk.
Affordable Narrowboat hire, full weeks available as well
as short breaks and day hire.
Fully inclusive prices no hidden charges.
Pet friendly boats with all mod cons including 240 volt, central heating, TV, DVD, Hair dryers,
Vacuum Cleaners, Safety Lock Boxes etc.
Prices include all vat, bedding and towels included, parking etc. Full tuition provided.

Family owned and run business established 10 years.
Various vessells available from 52 foot to 70 foot narrowboats.
Website is www.avonviewmarina.co.uk Email is info@avonviewmarina.co.uk
Tel: 01386 641522 or 07799 414218

THE STAR INN
FRESH

|

LOCAL

|

QUALITY

Set in the market town of Pershore on the
banks of the River Avon, this gorgeous 15th
century coaching inn with rooms is the
perfect place to enjoy a drink, dinner or
stay the night in an excellent location for
enjoying the Cotswolds, Worcestershire
and the Malverns.

Stratford
Marina
Moorings
Slipway
Pump Out
Car Park
Café Bistro
Bi
Traditional
Cycle Shop
Master Paint
Maker
Sales & Hire
& is a very
short
sho walk
into town

The Star has established itself as a venue
which offers high quality food with relaxed
dining. Chef Proprietor Bruce Lawrence, a
Federation of Master Chefs member,and
his team serve a range of quality dishes
using locally sourced produce and
ingredients, to achieve flavoursome and
seasonal dishes to accompany a great
selection of local beers, a choice of
continental lagers and fantastic wines.
email: marinacafebistrostratford@mail.com

The Marina Cafe Bistro

Stratford Marina (next to Crown Plaza), Bridgeway/Clopton Bridge,
Stratford upon Avon, CV37 6YY Tel: 01789 299921
Closed Monday and Tuesday, Wed 10-4, Thurs, Fri, Sat 10 - Late*, Sunday 10-4. Last orders for food 9pm.

The Star Inn | 23 Bridge Street | Pershore | Worcestershire | WR10 1A J
T: 01386 561 356 E: info@starinnatpershore.co.uk
www.starinnatpershore.co.uk
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Two of our longest-serving Volunteers have sold their beloved boat and retired as
Wyre Lock Reachmasters after more than 40 years on the Avon.
Meanwhile Bill and Mary Sneyd’s long-time pal and fellow Wyre star, Reg Wickett,
an Avon stalwart who was also Wharf Master, has sold his narrowboat Lastone and
left the river too.
The trio, together with Reg’s late wife Iris, turned the lock island from a unfriendly jungle
into a happy haven that attracted hoards of Boaters and raised thousands of pounds for
the Trust with Mary’s river-renowned charity stall. “Half the reason we came onto the Avon
was lovely Wyre lock island. It was an amazing place to spend a weekend,” reveals Chairman of
Volunteers Paul Cronin. “We had such laughs and made hundreds of friends,” says Reg. “It’s a magical river,” adds Mary.
“They are leading lights in the Avon story, and will be much missed,” says Chief Executive Clive Matthews.
We couldn’t let them go without getting them to share some of their tales.
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Those were the days

Mary and Bill Sneyd have perfect
recall of their first job after Dudley
Matthews MBE recruited them as
Wyre Reachmasters.
“It was a freezing winter’s day
and we had to remove a tree from
the lock channel,” shivers Bill, who
wasn’t keen on the post flood clear
ups either.
“We’d open the shed door and
the mud would fall out.”
But the couple have countless
warm memories of their Avon life,
which very nearly didn’t happen.
“I’d heard it was lovely, but you
had to go down the Severn, which
I hated, to get there,” explains Mary.
“Then some friends persuaded us
to try, and we immediately fell in
love with it.”
She and Bill were delighted when
Reg and Iris offered to help them
transform the island into a must-stop
place. They used to put 120 boats
through the lock on bank holidays Mary and Bill, married 61 years, fell in love as soon as their eyes met. Mary was meant to be
and the place was full of laughter. chaperoning her brother’s girlfriend. “Bill asked me to dance and we forgot all about her!”
But they stayed on Wyre, where Mary’s bright
In the early days, duties also
fundraising idea became an exclusive boutique for
included repairing lock paddle gears and weights.
“If a hire boat was coming through with a couple of Boaters, as only they could get to it.
Friends donated heaps of jewellery, which attracted a
brawny chaps, we’d get them to help,” smiles Mary.
“It was heavy work, but I’m positive it has kept us lot of attention. Mary was nicknamed Aunty Wainwright,
from Last of the Summer Wine.
young all these years.”
“You’d hear these little girls coming upriver shouting
Great friends Brian and Diana Morgan persuaded Bill
onto the Council, where he looked after properties until ‘Hurry up daddy! Mrs Wainwright will be gone!’
“There was some lovely jewellery. Who knows, someone
illness forced him to leave.
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It’s been a
hoot for Reg

Multi-talented Reg Wickett can list Wharf and Reachmaster,
LANT council member and Assistant Tug Master among
his many Avon skills... but it was his hooter prowess that
made the TV headlines.
Reg was skippering a TV crew filming a news item when
he saw a boat coming the other way.
“Without thinking I pressed the hooter, which was very
loud. The poor recording engineer suddenly dropped the
mic and ripped his headphones off in alarm. They showed
it on the news.”
Reg recalls plenty of laughs, and very many friends
made, during his 40 years on the river, 36 of them as a
Volunteer, after signing up for Sunday lock duties in 1980.
As Wharf Master, Reg was the go-to person for all
Reachmaster supplies, even delivering at times. “I had

Reg ruminating with Bill. They’ve all been friends for more than
30 years.
a master key for all the lock huts. I was always worried
about losing it!”
A carpenter by trade, he made the two collection boxes
for the lock he transformed alongside Bill, Mary and his
late wife Iris. “Whenever people came through we’d shout
‘thank you very much for the donation’, so they all felt that
they had to make one!”
People would also give money to buy trees, and one
local man cut out the middle man.
“He was moving abroad and gave us a two foot Scots
pine, which is 14 foot now.”
Reg and Bill think they hold the record for the most boats
in the lock at once. “We managed about 15, but you had
to stack them properly.”
The Avon seemed pretty tame after his three years
in the Royal Navy, which also took him up to Suez and
Panama canals.

Boaters would flock to Mary’s renowned charity stall.

n Continued over the page.

might have picked up something really valuable.”
Mary’s pretty oil paintings were a mighty draw. She’d
picked up the brush when she retired, as telephone
training supervisor, at the same time that metallurgist
Bill finished at Round Oak Steelworks.
Pictures of flowers, birds and sometimes a Boater’s
dog were snapped up at a fiver a time. They ended up
all over the world, including an Avon kingfisher in Alaska.
“A lady came through saying ‘I’ve just seen my
very first kingfisher and I MUST have that painting!’,”
recalls Mary.

They’re delighted that their boat Navasana, named
by yoga fan Mary, has been bought by a couple from
Wyre Mill Club and remains at its mooring.
“So we’ll never be forgotten,” they say. As if!
“We don’t miss the boat, but we shall miss the lock,
selling, meeting and talking to people, which Bill was
champion at,” adds Mary.
“He’d explain the lock’s history, its diamond shape,
anything at all.
“Sometimes I’d have to say ‘Bill, you’ll have to let
them go - there’s someone waiting to come through’!”
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n From previous page.
But Reg had to work hard to persuade
Iris, who he’d fallen in love with at the
ice skating rink, to venture on water.
“She was a little bit frightened at
first,” admits Reg, who’d built his own
speedboat and day boat before they
chugged off in their Freeman 22’ cruiser
River Minx.
They had a golden time on the Avon,
giving so many hours of support. “They
were supposed to do one Sunday a
month, but that wasn’t enough for dad,
Bill and Mary and me and my brothers
were often roped in - fun in the sun, not
so in the pouring rain or cold,” says
daughter Linda.
Reg sold his boat just before
lockdown but still hankers after his
river. “Whenever my daughter asks if I
want a trip out, I always say what about
Evesham or Stratford...?”
He has many heaps of photos and
memorabilia from the good old days,
including a very special gift from the
Chairman of Hereford & Worcester
County Council, whose river-borne
trip to open the Nafford picnic side
was kindly videoed by Reg and Iris
from the road.
“He presented me with a shield,
which I’m looking at on the wall as
we speak.”
Reg, who often ferried Chief Engineer
Roger Apperley about as he did lock
repairs, relishes his time on the Avon
and his legacy is long reaching.
Not least, it’s thanks to him that
all LANT’s workboats ended in ANT.
Another brilliANT idea.
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Roger’s ready to
retire... sort of
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ANT’s renowned Chief Engineer Roger Apperley is retiring after nearly
three crafting, creative, game-changing decades on the river. But thankfully
he can’t bear to leave altogether.
The highly skilled chap, who had his own boat building business before
joining the Trust full time, is staying on as Volunteer Consultant Engineer.
“That’s great news, for ANT and for me, because I enjoy innovating
with him. His deep knowledge of the locks and the river is invaluable,”
says Chief Executive Clive Matthews.
Roger, reputed as the “best builder of Sprays in UK”, was already closely
linked with the Trust before he closed down Watercraft because he
couldn’t be doing with “all the rules and regulations flowing out of the EU”.
He built the Trust’s first steel gates, still going strong at Nafford
more than 40 years on, built sister barges Barwell and Aickman and
rebottomed Apellant.
He’d also already met schoolboy Clive, when his dad Dudley Matthews
MBE took their boat to Roger’s yard. “Clive was, dare I say, quite quiet.
That’s changed!”
When Dudley heard Roger was packing up, he invited him to do a couple
of days with the Trust. Within a couple of months, he was working full time.
Roger’s list of achievements is impressively long and he has enjoyed
mentoring team members on the way. Among many other things, he
designed the unique maintenance-friendly gates for Chadbury and
Fladbury and invented the flood-proof lock huts named after him.
“Clive said he wanted a floating shed,” smiles Roger, who vastly enjoys
a challenge. “I like thinking on my feet and we are always coming up
with ways to improve things.”
Roger, who’s 86 on December 27, didn’t like being tucked away for his
own safety when the virus hit. But while most of us perfected lockdown
lounging, he re-roofed a couple of his workshops, where he’s always
busy with wood turning projects.
His daughters have been pressing him to retire since Wendy hung
up her HR hat four years ago. Now Leah has left her job as head of HR

at the Law Society, Roger has bitten the bullet, although
he jokes wife Sue keeps asking ANT to take him back.
Truth be told, he can’t wait to get a rallying call from
Clive. “I carry my mobile everywhere and I’m available
at any time!
“I’ve been involved for a long time, and I never sit down,
unless it’s a good book,” adds travel fan Roger, who’s
walked the Great Wall of China and gone round the world.

Daisy strengthens

the admin team

ANT has appointed a part-time Assistant Office Manager to
strengthen the administration team.
Daisy Wood BA Hons, who joined in the summer, may already
be a familiar face to Boaters as she worked at Tewkesbury Marina
for more than six years.
“I am settling into the role and really enjoying it,” says Daisy,
who lives in the town with husband Michael and their two-yearold son Monty. “There’s a lot to learn, but lots of variety and I'm
looking forward to working alongside the Volunteers, which is a

new experience for me.”
Daisy has enjoyed Avon boating ever since her parents
bought their first narrowboat Papillon six years ago, and
water runs deep in the family.
“My sister is currently in the Navy and my dad has
been in the Merchant Navy all his life and is now a
tugboat skipper so I think I was destined to work with
water,” adds Daisy, who is also very creative, with clothes
making, stained glass and millinery among her hobbies.

His next trip may well be to Mexico, where son Jonathan
has bought a plot. “He wants me to help him build a house,”
says Roger, who also has four stepchildren, and now
boisterous 18-month-old twin grandchildren. He’s under
orders to fence off the Pease Brook that runs round his
garden. So he has his own navigation then?
“I wish it were deeper and then I’d have me a water mill
and electricity from the paddle wheel!”
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Holiday launched us
into life on the Avon
Christopher and Joan Murfin didn’t just decide to splash
out when they were so beguiled by their very first hire boat
trip. They changed their whole way of life.
By day three of their blissful week’s holiday they’d agreed
to get their own boat. A few years later they’d left their
cosy home and life in Devon, where they had spent 23
years bringing up their family, and by 1991 were living full
time on their narrowboat on the Avon.
“I suppose it was quite a big move, but we’ve never ever
regretted it,” says Joan, who has just changed her ANT
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role from SWIC Officer to part time On-Call Licence and
Enquiries Officer.
Luckily for us, the couple had their boat, named
Angharad - Welsh for much loved - after their first hire
craft, built at Evesham Marina, which meant they started
exploring the Avon.
“We absolutely loved it, far more than the canals because
it’s more exciting as you have to work the boat and crew
- proper boating, as Christopher calls it.”
Christopher started helping out at Evesham Lock and
then Tewkesbury too, with Volunteer Joan at his side.
Then Christopher, a master bricklayer by trade, joined
the Works Team.
“It just snowballed from there,” smiles Joan. “Finally, the
day after we’d decided to go travelling the canals again,
Dudley Matthews MBE offered Christopher the Evesham
Lock Keeper position.”
Decades on, the hardworking pair - who now have
two children, six grandchildren and three
great grandchildren - have been much
valued Trust and river mainstays, moored
opposite Lock View and still loving it.
Joan is hard pressed to come up with
any downsides of living on the river, but
frozen pipes when you’re gagging for a
morning cuppa can be a bit of a bind.
The plusses are far too many to list,
but at the top is the wildlife.
“You look out of the window and
see something different every
day,” smiles Joan, who had the
shock of her life recently when
she finally worked out what was
making the high pitched squeals
they’d been puzzling over for
ages.
“We thought it was something
up in the willow tree, but one
day I heard it again, looked up,
and then at the river and couldn’t
believe what I saw.
“It was an otter. Two days later
I heard it again and there were
three of them all playing in the
river. That’s priceless.”

A gift that
keeps on
giving
When kind-hearted Evesham Lock Site Warden
Christopher Murfin gifted Clive Matthews with
a framed photo of ANT at work to cheer him
up in the darkest days of lockdown, he made
the Chief Executive’s day.
“I was worried about Christopher and Joan,
who were shielding, but whenever I called they
kept asking how I was and then I got this lovely
picture,” Clive smiles.
“It’s such a lovely composition of Cammell
going through on a sunny day in the middle
of lockdown, doing what we do. It brought
a smile to my face,” adds Clive, who has it
hanging in his office.
Creative Christopher, who has crafted ANT’s
Christmas cards for years, started taking
pictures at just 11, when a visiting uncle
gave him a Box Brownie.
He now has a plethora of top-notch cameras
and lenses and is ideally placed to photograph
the river from the island. Some of them are
making history.
A series of Christopher’s Avon views have
been put in an Evesham town centre time
capsule, to be opened in 150 years’ time.
He gifts pictures to ANT, but usually sells
them at www.christophermurf.picfair.com.

Hei! Hei! from Beryl
ANT has supporters all over the world, but we reckon Beryl Stenvold
Hirsch is our first Norway-based member.
She joined after chatting to the ever-helpful Joan Murfin at SWIC.
“Joan gave me a lot of advice and courage,” says Beryl, who
lives in Tromsø (pictured).
She had enjoyed a number of canal trips with her late husband
and friends, but was plucking up courage to boat without him.
“She popped in three or four times that day and we just clicked.
Three days later she came to tell me she’d booked to go look at
boats,” adds Joan.
“Now she plans to do the Avon with friends.”

Talking of otters...
The Avon appears to be teeming with otters... or a triplet of them with a very
long swim patch.
A friend of Will Fish, Volunteer, and Severn Unit MVS member, sent him
a video of one frolicking in broad daylight near Strensham this summer.
We can add that to sightings at Pershore, Nafford and Tewkesbury.
“It’s rare to see one splashing around so openly, but they’ve been braver
since lockdown,” says Will who has seen the Strensham fellah often and
has also spotted the rare Great White Egret.
“You see so much more when you’re actually on the river, rather than
walking by the side of it - nature in all its glory,” he adds.
And does he? Fish? “I’ve tried, but I’m absolutely useless. I can sit there
for hours and they totally ignore me!”

17

16

Standing together through
the good times and bad
ANT has launched a raft of measures
to support Boaters and businesses hit
by the Covid-19 pandemic.
They range from keeping Boaters bang
up to date and helping river company
bosses to broadcast information to their
customers, to freezing licence fees and
providing a new Visitor Mooring haven
at Strensham.
“The pandemic has hit us all hard, but
the ANT community stands together in
bad, as well as good, times,” says Chief
Executive Clive Matthews.
“The Trust has had to make some
tough decisions but we are confident that we will weather
the storm. We want to aid our Boaters and businesses
to do so too.”
ANT has been restructured and costs reduced as part
of a two year plan to keep the organisation active, strong
and stable for the people and river it serves.

The Trust, predicting correctly, had
locked down the business, offices and
the river a week before the Government
put the nation behind closed doors and
already had safety protocols in place.
Those included shifting Office Manager
Adrian Main to a satellite office, with Chief
Executive Clive Matthews working alone in
the ANT HQ or from home and on call for
any river or Boater emergencies.
Clive also scrutinised the Prime
Minister’s daily announcements, and the
guidelines issued by both Defra and AINA
(Association of Independent Navigation
Authorities), of which ANT is a founder member.
He disseminated those into regular information bulletins
for those grateful Boaters, Volunteers, Members and river
businesses confused by conflicting reports.
As well as handling all calls to the office, Adrian
masterminded any essential boat journeys, which ANT

Here to
support you

Licences held at 2020 prices

Other support includes:

And when you can get out and about...

l Plus the discount period has been doubled, so renewal
can wait until April.
l You can renew or order easily online, by post or by
phone on the new dedicated licence enquiry number
0300 111 2010.
Business-friendly

l ANT is turning the permanent mooring at Strensham
into a free Visitors Mooring.
l The mooring boasts flood-proof moorings, with water
and sanitation points and access for emergency services.
l The new haven will boost provision on the Tewkesbury
to Pershore stretch. It will be dedicated to Nick Farr, who
started his ANT volunteering as Reachmaster there.
l ANT offered full support and delayed payment for “Boaters and our river are always our first priority, but
any struggling businesses that usually advertise in its we’re trying to help everyone we can in these difficult
annual publications.
times,” adds Clive.
was required to do by the Government.
The Trust fast-tracked its website from a planned slow,
easy launch through the spring to an immediate go-live in
March, so that licenses could be issued online and a rolling
Covid information page could be provided.
ANT shared its Covid safety measures and protocols
with businesses and Adrian also offered them a website
conduit to inform their customers what services they could
offer, from lockdown 1 and onwards.
ANT’s swiftly erected new Covid signage was praised by both Boaters
and river authorities.

Oh, and that record-breaking flood...
The Trust was already coping with the longest flood in the
history of the navigation when the virus reared its ugly head.
The six month-long deluge overlapped with the first
lockdown, which started two days before the floods went
down.
For the first time in its history, ANT was invited to be part
of the multi agency Tactical Co-ordination Group (TCG)
tackling the flooding issues.
As part of the Tier 2 Response, the Trust joined
conference calls with the region’s top organisations including Fire & Rescue, Ambulance, Police, Ministry
of Defence, Environment Agency, Councils and the Met
Office - throughout the period.
They all worked together to share information, to pool
assets and to move them to where they were needed.
“It was a very effective way of working,” reports Clive,
who moved swiftly on to tackle the twin challenges of
deciphering pandemic messages and an Avon that was
in trouble.
“When we went into lockdown the river was decimated.

We had six blockages, a lock not working, gates off and
more. Nature had already locked the navigation down.”
And then the river had to be nurtured back into action with
a much reduced work team, because of Covid restrictions.
Turn to page 22 for the full story.

l ANT battens down the hatches for a possible rocky ride. See over the page.
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Strategy for strong stability
through uncertain times
The Trust has developed a two year strategy to keep the
organisation sturdy and stable in continuing uncertain times.
The Council stress-tested the financial model and
has judiciously assumed worst case scenario to ride out
what is predicted to be a tough couple of years for the
national economy.
“Even with the rollout of a vaccine, it is clear that we
will all be grappling with the challenges of the effects of

the pandemic, and the economic uncertainty that is likely
to follow, for some time to come,” says Chief Executive
Clive Matthews.
“If things get back to normal faster than predicted,
we may be in a better place than we envisage now. But
we have to be prepared for the worst. This is a survival
calculation to keep the Trust alive.”
ANT will steadfastly continue to focus on its core
objectives - to administer and maintain the
river - but major improvement projects, such
as dewatering and overhauling a lock every
year, will be paused.
Contract work projects, a crucial boost for
funds that has been invaluable in hard-hit 2020,
will continue alongside where appropriate.
The other drivers of the strategy are to:
● increase financial resilience;
● maintain and improve customer service;
● protect Boaters from extra financial burden;
● maintain and strengthen self-sufficiency
and self-reliance;
● maintain and improve customer facilities;
● create more volunteering opportunities
actively supporting the operational activities
of the Trust.
Very reluctantly, the Trust has also had to
restructure the body of paid staff and make
redundancies.
Thus Joan Murfin has changed her role from
SWIC Officer to part time On-Call Licence and
Enquiries Officer.
Chris Binks has changed his role from Relief
Lock Keeper to part time Waterway Assistant.
Long-serving Chief Engineer Roger Apperley
has decided to retire, but stays on as Volunteer
Consultant Engineer.
Trainee Maintenance Engineer Brendan Wilks
has been made redundant, but has requested
to stay involved with the Trust as a Volunteer.
Tewkesbury Lock Keeper Nicola Lancaster
has been made redundant, but she too has
asked to be a Volunteer.
The Lock house and cottage will be rented
to further boost ANT income.
“We would like to sincerely thank those who

Volunteers step up
As part of the two year strategy, Tewkesbury Lock
will be operated by a team of Volunteers, who have
already stepped into the breach this year.
Due to the public interaction at the lock and
Covid-19 guidelines, the Lock Keeper had to stand
down as soon as the pandemic hit.
Clive was on duty for essential lockdown journeys,
but Chairman of Volunteers Paul Cronin and his TVT
(Tewkesbury Volunteer Team) took over as soon as
they were unleashed on independence day, July 4.
“Via the website we can do with the Volunteers
exactly what Clive does with his team every day have a Covid briefing and do the checks,” explains
Adrian.
Volunteers log on, go through the protocols and
are changing their roles or who have sadly left us, for
their hard work and commitment, which have contributed
significantly to the Trust,” adds Clive.
“We are pleased that they have all requested to remain
part of the ANT family as Volunteers.
“I never dreamt when I came here that I would be
making people redundant in the future. No one could have
predicted this. It’s not an easy policy and it flies against
my principles entirely, but it’s something we have to do.”

receive a daily work permit.
“All credit to ANT for being able to bring its
Volunteers back far earlier than other organisations
and being able to do the licences online was
incredible, although the slow launch of the system
suddenly turned into 100mph,” says Paul.
Paul was joined by Adrian Bailey, Jonathan Goode
and Will Fish to man Tewkesbury, with holidays
covered by Nick Farr. You can read about their
experiences over the page.
“The team was incredible, going way beyond the
normal call of duty, covering every day, seven days
a week, on rota,” praises Clive.
And Jonathan Goode also took on another special
role. See over the page.
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Volunteers
step up

From the
(satellite)
office

Above: Reversing in style.

The Southern Cross

Boaters’ praise pours in for
an already happy TV team
There was praise a-plenty for the Tewkesbury Volunteer
Team, who were already pretty buoyant simply being there.
“We were very happy to step up when Clive asked us to
provide cover, and delighted to be out and about after going
stir crazy during lockdown,” says Chairman of Volunteers
Paul Cronin, who formed a rota with Adrian Bailey, Will Fish
and Jonathan Goode, backed up by Nick Farr.
They put more than 1,250 boats and some 120
paddleboarders through the lock from July 4 to November
1 and also helped anyone struggling to get licences online,
even if they weren’t for ANT.
“I arrived to go down the Severn to discover I was no
longer able to buy a CRT licence there. I just want to
say how well I was looked after by the young Volunteer
Lock Keeper, who tried to contact CRT for us,” said one
eventually happy Boater.
“This really gives meaning to ‘The friendly waterway’.”

“Everyone I met on the river was so helpful and clearly
knowledgeable,” offered another.
“It was really rewarding to get such nice feedback,”
smiles Paul, whose seventysomething Volunteers had to
wait until August for the Government to open the doors
to let them back in.
“About half were able to come back on July 4, but we
still managed to have the whole navigation covered, albeit
not with the usual numbers.”
TVT members thoroughly enjoyed themselves. “Boaters
in the main are very friendly but they were particularly so
this year, after being liberated from their prisons,” reports
Adrian. “Boaters were saying the Avon is one of the nicest
rivers in UK, as well as being beautiful, which was nice
to hear,” adds Will.
“It’s really interesting to meet people on boats because
they come from really varied backgrounds,” says Jonathan.

Jonathan’s volunteering role is
TVT’s Jonathan Goode took on a
trailblazing new role when he joined
the pared down Works Team right at
the start of lockdown.
When he worked alongside Plamen
Atanasov, clearing, mowing and tidying
lock sites, Jonathan was fulfilling one
of ANT’s two year strategy objectives
- to create more volunteering
opportunities that actively support
operational activities.
“While they were working their

socks off, getting everything ready and
looking smart for the independence
day crowds, two other engineers and I
worked our way up and down the river
clearing and doing repairs,” reports
Clive Matthews.
“It was great helping out the team,
who do such a very good job,” adds
Jonathan.
“I felt really lucky because the
weather was lovely over those three
months.

“I kept thinking of all those people
stuck inside flats with no gardens.”
“They did a great job and when the
Volunteers came back they didn’t
return to a jungle, which was amazing,”
says Paul Cronin.
“It’s also very good for Volunteers
to work alongside Clive and the team
because it gives a valuable insight into
what they do, and the challenges they
face. I’m very proud of Jonathan and
all of the Volunteers who have quickly

Typically of our boat mad Volunteers, the TVT
took lots of pictures of interesting visiting boats.
Adrian was captivated by a 72 footer. “70’ is
tops normally so he had to reverse it in to avoid
catching on the cill. He made it look magnificently
easy and it really isn’t!”
Jonathan’s attention was caught by two fine
vessels. “I love old working narrowboats,” he
explains. The Southern Cross, he reports, was
built in 1935 by Harland and Wolff for the Grand
Union Canal Carrying Company, now privately
owned and used as a fuel boat. “The second is
a former target towing launch named Lemberg
and built, I think, in 1942. It was used for shooting
practice off the coast of Sierra Leone.”

The Lemberg

a trailblazer

stepped up to help the Trust.”
Pershore-based Jonathan has been a
Volunteer since he took up a mooring at
Luddington three years ago, and met Nick
Farr. “He was very good at recruiting,” he
smiles.
Jonathan had bought a narrowboat shell
and fitted it out as a retirement project.
He is a lifelong Avon fan, first taking to the
water as a child, with the Evesham Sailing
Club, but it might just be in his blood. “My
father was in the Merchant Navy.”

The winter was busy with floods, making admin system
improvements and getting set to ‘soft’ launch our website after
the start of year high activity of licensing had abated....
Things sped up quickly. The access to the offices at Wyre
Piddle was underwater many times, necessitating the move to
my satellite office in Evesham. Our new Licence Enquiry Number
0300 111 2010 came into its own.
As the new season loomed, everything was bobbing along
nicely. Sue and I had the joy of welcoming Peanut, our miniature
dachshund puppy, into our home and were looking forward to
the birth of a second grandchild in April.
I attended festival committee meetings and we were anticipating
another fun summer on the river. How wrong we were!
Clive and I started making plans to protect Trust operations
as soon as the first UK Covid-19 cases were confirmed on
January 31.
The office was closed to visitors in March and satellite offices
set up for long term administration functions. Clive and I had
to work separately to reduce the risk of both getting infected
at the same time.
We brought forward the website launch to March 23, which
turned out to be the first day of lockdown. It meant we could
communicate with our boating community about river restrictions
and launch online licensing.
Visiting Boaters could use smart or regular phones to purchase
their licence, which is auto-generated with a unique number to
give to Patrol Officers.
We received good feedback. The only issue for some was
payment through PayPal, which we have now addressed by
adding the choice of paying by debit or credit card.
Licence patrols started shortly after July 4. My thanks to
VPOs Adrian Bailey and Peter Underwood for their enthusiastic
help. A sad farewell to Nick Farr, who passed away in August.
Nick worked with me in his role of Volunteer and Membership
recruitment and Patrol Officer. I will miss him.
This year, we welcomed Daisy Wood to our team. She will
assist myself and Clive in administration and backup cover for
the office. She is getting up to speed with our systems (and
sense of humour!).
As the season draws to a close and the prospect of effective
vaccinations on the horizon, we all hope that 2021 will see a
return to a more ‘normal’ season. We will see!

Adrian Main

Office Manager
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ANT AT
WORK

NHS flags tribute

A Brexit headache turned into a boon for Boaters, because prudent stockpiling in preparation for possible fuel and
equipment shortages meant that ANT was fully stocked when everyone suddenly shut up shop in March.
Plus years of bringing skills and engineering projects in-house meant that the fully tooled up and self-sufficient Work
Team could ensure the river was ready to go when Boaters were set free in July.
But it was close. “We very nearly closed down as many other organisations did for the lockdown, but we wouldn’t
have been able to open the river in time if we had and we knew people were desperate to return to some sort of
normality,” says Chief Executive Clive Matthews.

In between battening down the hatches and coping with
river work, Clive and the team put up two flagpoles to
salute the extraordinary frontline workers of the NHS.
“Thanks to the NHS” is bannered on the Union Jack,
which flutters next to ANT’s own pennant.

Cunning plans help ANT
navigate through lockdown

“I

haveiang
cunn....”
plan

The clever Barton Lock top gate
repair

In March, it was just Chief Executive Clive,
Office Manager Adrian Main plus the 60 or
so Boaters living on the Avon.
Clive ran daily operations from the office
and his home and Office Manager Adrian
Main handled all calls and organised
essential journeys.
“An added problem was that the floods
had wiped out Evesham’s Sanitary Pump
Out, meaning Boaters were directed to
our refurbished station at Pershore, but
everyone was great about it,” says Adrian,
who stayed in close contact with them.
Then there was a dizzying amount of post
flood and storm work to do, with a muchreduced workforce of four - Clive, Richard
Grantham, Plamen Atanasov and Dave
Mechen - boosted by Volunteer Jonathan
Goode.
Classed as key workers, after the daily
Covid briefing and checks, they set out
to clear a massive amount of mud and
tree debris - 200 tons from Nafford alone
- and repair damage at Barton, Nafford and
Evesham Locks.
It called for some ingenuity, nicknamed
Baldrick Solutions. For instance, a very cunning plan was
required to solve the conundrum of Barton’s seriously
damaged top gate. Normally a crane would have been
called in to lift it, but lockdown made that impossible.
Clive developed a strap and created two new hinge
points to make it operational.

Contract jobs
prove vital

The ANT fleet had special signage and the team wore key worker
lanyards to aid passage through any police checks.
“Every time we came up against a problem, we had to
engineer a way round it,” adds Clive.
On board tree shearing Cammell, which was keeping the
navigation open, was another innovation - Dave Mechen!
Usually a digger operator is called in, but Dave had
polished off his digger excavator course last year so he
was able run Cammell for the first time.
“Operating a digger is difficult enough. Stick it on a boat
and it’s something else all together,” praises Clive, “and
he’s working on stuff underwater so he can’t really see
what’s going on.”
Hyper-conscious of the risks from Covid, Clive’s worst
nightmare happened when Plamen developed symptoms
and the whole team had to be tested and self isolate.
Thankfully, it turned out to be a chest infection but, with
most of the to-do list ticked, Clive shut everyone down,
except for Adrian and himself, for a month, covering the
now-allowed boat day trips themselves.
“We kept the Trust ticking over until the end of May,
when we started bringing people back in preparation for
our Boaters in July.”

Contract work is a crucial boost for ANT finances
at the best of times, but never more so than now
they’ve been battered by the pandemic.
An early income was provided in March, when
work was completed by Worcestershire County
Council on the Grade II* Listed Pershore bridge.
That came on top of ANT’s December’s support
work for a project to replace the duct that carries
telecommunication cables beneath Stratford’s
Clopton Bridge.
Empowered to work through lockdown as key
workers, the team was also there for gas pipe
repair works at Pershore and at Evesham Bridge
for Network Rail.
In 2019, ANT became one of the first navigation
authorities to become an official working partner
of the Environment Agency (EA), and continued
to inspect and clear weir barriers and sluices.
Other contract work included building landing
stages in Tewkesbury.
Now ANT has launched into a major three
year Historic Bridge Maintenance Programme
for Warwickshire County Council.
“Contract work is a real lifesaver for the Trust,
particularly in these times,” says ANT Council
Chairman Jack Hegarty.
“In addition Clive, Adrian and the team should
also be congratulated for the way they handled
the whole Covid challenge.
“ANT’s only a small organisation, but they
really took the detail on board and managed it
extremely well.”
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At work this winter at Bidford bridge.

Giving vital support to
historic bridges project

A major three year Warwickshire County Council Historic
Bridge Maintenance Programme (HBMP) came in the nick
of time for centuries old Bidford bridge, which has been
badly damaged by a second vehicle bash in under five years.
ANT has been on site supporting the Council’s Bridge
Maintenance Project Manager Richard Roberts and his
fellow team of experts, who are undertaking preliminary
repairs before the scheduled second phase of works
next summer.
“The County Council and ANT have a fabulous working
relationship and it’s good to be working on this new
extensive maintenance project, but we seem to be forever
tested by emergency incidents too,” says Richard, who
also headed the award winning emergency repair works
following the 2015 crop sprayer smash.
The Council has secured a significant £ 4.98m
Department for Transport funding, which will be topped
up with £1.32m from its capital investment fund, for critical
maintenance of eight of its 60 structures that are listed
or have ancient monument status.
They include three Avon bridges: Binton, Clopton near
Stratford-upon-Avon and Bidford, whose major 2021
project will include structural repairs to the stone arches.
ANT also supports during the Council’s regular above

and below water inspection of all its Avon structures, which
last time highlighted that some require urgent attention to
avoid future potential closures or new weight restrictions.
It’s the price Warwickshire has to pay for curating
beautiful pieces of its history, which were never designed
for today’s heavy traffic or pollution and are battered by
floods, and sometimes by vehicles.
“It’s wonderful to have these ancient monuments, which
predate us and will outlive us, but it’s not without its
challenges,” observes Richard, who works closely with
Historic England to preserve the unique structures.
Stonemasons on the first phase at Bidford struggled
with working with lime mortar in wet and chilly weather.
Procuring sufficient sized stone was also tricky, with
lockdowns affecting quarries.
“The delays may yet stretch this programme into a fourth
year,” predicts Richard, whose team always prioritises the
needs of local residents and businesses.
“The Council and ANT are in many ways battling on
the front line.
“If it’s not planned or emergency works, we’re responding
to debris from floods. We work extremely well together to
ensure that those who are crossing the River Avon are as
protected as those who are on it.”

Clopton Bridge.
Picture: Richard
Roberts.
A slice of history with
this mid-18th century
painting of Clopton
Bridge looking
towards the Swan’s
Nest. There’s a loaded
ship, two fishermen,
but not a hire row
boat to be seen!
Image courtesy of
the Shakespeare
Birthplace Trust.

Did you know?
6 The nine arch, 15th century former
pack horse bridge at Bidford carries
the B4085.
6 The worst impact was in the early
15th century, when Charles I broke
it to cover his back as he headed to
Oxford in 1644.
6 The 13th century Binton crossing
was rebuilt during the 18th and 19th

centuries. Remains of the mediaeval
masonry are still visible.
6 Clopton’s 14 arch bridge was also
vandalised to foil Oliver Cromwell’s
troops.
6 Local man, and the future Mayor
of London, Hugh Clopton had it built
in 1486/87 to replace a 14th century
wooden bridge.
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Nick Farr: April 26, 1957 - August 16, 2020

The legacy of modest Nick,
who took ANT by storm

Family and friends were taken aback when ANT Chairman
of Volunteers Paul Cronin and Council Chairman Jack
Hegarty spoke at the celebration of Nick Farr’s life.
They had no idea what an enormous impact the popular
gentleman had made at the Trust.
Modest Nick, who joined ANT following a valuable
career as a Bio Medical Scientist, had only been an active
Volunteer for four years, joining in 2015 and the next year
taking on the role as Reachmaster at Strensham.
In a blink of an eye, he was leading the swiftly award
winning Mobile Volunteer Team (MVT), had become a
Patrol Officer, a regular ANT representative at festivals
and the Trust’s first Volunteer & Membership Recruitment
Director, pushing Volunteer numbers past the 100
milestone.
“Even I didn’t know how many Volunteers he had brought
on board,” smiles his wife Anne, whose husband, naturally,
recruited her too as she helped out at Harvington.
A kindhearted, loving husband and father to three
- special needs teacher Jenny, doctor Beth and NHS
manager Dan - Nick was an Everton, walking, cycling, music
and bargain hunting fan who enjoyed being a doer and
helping others. He was a Union Representative at work.
When he and children’s nurse Anne retired and moved
to Evesham, his biggest concern was finding enough to
do, although he warned his wife they didn’t want to over

commit, because they’d want time to enjoy their new
narrowboat Down the Hatch.
“That was ironic,” she laughs. “He was always
rescheduling our trips because he had something to do
for ANT and, formerly a committed mobile phone hater,
it was suddenly always to hand!”
Nick was already an IWA Volunteer and a very active
member of the Waterways Recovery Group. Then he
picked up a leaflet at an ANT stall, met Paul at Strensham
to be shown the ropes... and he was hooked.
“He was like a whirling dervish tidying up there and he
was a whiz at everything he did, including an incredible
job swelling volunteering numbers and turning MVT into
an award winner in no time,” says Paul, who became a
close friend and called Nick his righthand man.
“I once had a quiet word with Anne to say he didn’t have
to say yes to everything, but she said it’s the best thing
he’s ever done.”
“He just absolutely loved everything he did for ANT. The
more he did, the more he wanted to do,” says Anne, who
was, thankfully, with him when he collapsed at the wharf
where they were due to move a work boat. He was just 63.
“I’d do anything to bring Nick back but I firmly believe
it’s where, and how, he would have liked to have gone.”
The celebration of his life, on the day before the couple’s
34th wedding anniversary, was also attended by ANT’s

Below: Volunteer friends, including Severn Unit MVS, paid their last respects as Merstow Green’s Funeral Director walked the hearse across
Jubilee Bridge. ANT’s flagship Neptune (right) was anchored below for the occasion, saluting Nick with a blast of her horn.

Amanda Myers
took this picture at
Harvington, where
a small work party
was doing its stuff at
the lock where Nick
was Reachmaster.
Treasurer Michael Hodges, Chief Executive
Clive Matthews and Office Manager Adrian
Main.
More than 40 Volunteer friends and the
Severn Unit MVS lined Fladbury’s Jubilee
Bridge to pay their last respects as the hearse
paused. Passing motorists stilled their engines
and Neptune blew her horns.
“It was a really lovely thing to do... and it made
him late for his own celebration, which was
fitting,” says Anne, who closed the ceremony
with Dexys Midnight Runners’ Come On Eileen
- the first song they danced to when their eyes
met across a crowded Christmas party three
decades ago.
“He was always late for everything, unless he
was volunteering when he was always on time.”

Tributes have been flooding in for popular Nick.
Here is a small selection.
● “This is a very sad loss of a kind, gentle and lovely person.”
Pete.
● “Clearly Nick has carved out a niche within ANT, which
will be extremely difficult to replicate.” Caroline & Richard.
● “I am devastated. Such a wonderful guy. RIP.” Stephen.
● “I always found Nick to be very approachable, down to
earth and very supportive.” Neil.
● “We will miss his determination and dedication. We’ll also
miss his sense of humour.” Michael.
● “A huge loss, for the Trust and the volunteer community as
well as his family. Nick was our first contact with the Trust
and we will always remember him fondly.” Kevan & Sally.

Forever Nick’s patrol boat

Nick will be celebrated for all time as ANT
is renaming his patrol boat in his honour
and dedicating the new visitor mooring at
Strensham to him.
“That’s where he started volunteering with
us, and he spent many happy hours on Tardis,”
explains Chief Executive Clive Matthews.
“Nick has left a massive hole in the Trust.
We have lost a friend and Paul’s righthand
man. He joins the ANT roll of honour of a long
list of distinguished Volunteers and Trustees
who have been hard working custodians of

our lovely river.”
Anne, who has had Nick’s ashes placed
overlooking the river in Evesham cemetery,
was moved to tears by the news.
“I cannot tell you how proud I am,” adds
Anne, who had Nick dressed in his ANT
uniform for the celebration, and asked for
donations (nearly £650 so far) for ANT.
“Nick wouldn’t, in his wildest dreams, have
expected such an honour.
“However much he did for the Trust, he got
far more out of it.”
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Committed to Trust
and a friend to all

A life lived
to the full

PAT DODSON
May 14, 1940 - September 20, 2020

ANT is to name a River Rescue Raider in honour
of long-time supporter Pat Dodson, who did so
much for the Avon and its community.
She first came onto the river in the dinghy
Derwent II with sons Nigel and Peter and their
stepfather Peter. She became a steadfast friend
to many and a treasured Volunteer, Director
and Trustee of ANT and LANT.
Pat did many Sunday Lock duties with her
family - whose last boat was the aptly named
27’ cruiser Lady Patricia.
She had to sell the family boat after her second
husband died in 1986, but she never left the
river, continuing to volunteer at locks she could
reach by car. Pat even did a spell editing LANT’s
Avon News in the early days
Pat joined LANT Council in 1991 and worked
closely with Dudley Matthews MBE, Chairman
of Reachmasters & Associates for which she
became Secretary, running the Volunteer wing.
The tireless lady also took responsibility
for merchandise sales, the Trust’s stand at
events and was involved in staff recruitment
and management.
As LANT and UANT started to merge, she

KATE MALCOLM
September 8, 1940 - April 25, 2020

was a key supporter of Avon Lock Keeper Bob
Scarrott, helping with administration, and played
a key role in the amalgamation process.
She stood down from Council in 2013, after a
long and distinguished service. “Pat had a very
strong commitment to the Trust and worked
incredibly hard,” says Chief Executive Clive
Matthews.
Pat originally trained as a secretary, acquiring
those very useful shorthand skills, and worked for
a wide range of businesses, including top flight
lawyers and the University of London.
Her last full time job was Office Manager at
Ashcraft, but she carried on doing part time
works,” says her son Nigel, himself a former
LANT Council member and Volunteer.
She is remembered as an ever-giving lady, with
a great sense of humour, who was an absolute
rock for her friends, family and the Trust.
“Pat was a close and lovely friend to all and
is sadly missed,” say long-time pals Brian and
Diana Morgan, ANT Directors who first met the
family in the mid ’80s.
They represented the Trust at the funeral
service, along with Chairman Jack Hegarty.

ANT and Wyre Mill Club also mourned the
passing of Kate Malcolm, a giver all of her
life, which she lived to the full.
Kate and her husband Mike travelled
the world when they retired 23 years ago,
but they always had a special place for the
Avon, the Trust and the Club, where their
narrowboat Pastures New is moored.
They fell in love at just 15 and married in
1963. They had two children, Christopher
and Clare, and later two granddaughters
Hannah and Abigail. The family enjoyed
many fun times on board their boat.
The couple moved round the country with
Mike’s job before settling in Pentyrch, where
Kate was a maths teacher for 20 years.
She also ran Communion classes and was
on church cleaning rota when she retired.
“Kate was full of fun and laughter and lived
life to the full, but she also had so much time
for everyone with her kindness, generosity
and love,” said one of her tributes.

Lovely lady

Salute in final farewell

TRACEY ALLEN
July 23, 1969 - December 5, 2019

CARL EVERSON
June 28, 1939 - April 2, 2020

A special Avon ceremony started at the exact
same time as the funeral service to celebrate
the life of Carl Everson.
ANT tug City pushed Carl’s boat Charlie Girl
past Wyre Mill Club, where Carl had served for
many decades on the Management Committee.
It was followed by Carl’s old boat Nimbus IX,
now owned by Roger Gardner.
The boats stood station opposite the Club
Flag Pole, with flags at half-mast and there was
a sounding of horns as the crews lowered their
boat hooks and saluted to say a final farewell

from the river and in remembrance of a fallen
navigator.
Also in attendance were Club Deputy Chairman
Terry Grainger and ANT Company Secretary
Adrian Main, along with a small representation of
Carl’s many good friends, including Club Managers
Martyn and Dee Dring.
Carl and his wife Cathy were long-standing
members of the Club and Carl was a loyal member
of LANT and ANT. He was a regular supporter of
the Trust and a valued contributor to many AGMs.
A River Rescue Raider will be named in his honour.

Tributes

Last year saw the sad early passing of a
lovely lady whose childhood was steeped
in the Avon.
Tracey Allen’s parents Ben and Pauline
were long-serving members of both Wyre
Mill Club and ANT and Tracey, who was
born in Stourbridge, spent many happy
hours there as a child.
Their final Avon boat was the Profile 30
Catalan Bay, which was moved to Brighton,
when the late Ben became unwell.
Sadly Pauline passed away a few days
after Tracey, who is survived by her brother
Kenton.
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KEEP A WHETHER
EYE ON THE AVON
Fancy a trip out?

Hampton Ferry

Evesham’s Best Kept Secret

SUGAR ‘N‛ SPICE
Café & Gift Shop

Coffee now! You sit, we pour!
****
Freshly-made Breakfasts, Lunches, Tasty Snacks,
Sandwiches and Cream Teas
****
Take-out menu also available
****
Garden open during summer months
Free Wifi
20 High Street Pershore Worcestershire WR10 1BG
Tel: 01386 553654

• Holiday Caravan Site
• Boat Moorings
• Angling
• Raphael’s Restaurant
• Caravan Rallies Welcome
• Ample Car Parking
• Cyclists, Walkers and groups welcome
• Coaches by appointment
• Private Parties and Outside Catering
undertaken
• Sunday Carvery
• Large Beer Garden

You can see what awaits and what
the weather's doing with our
River Watch live web cams
Click onto
www.avonnavigationtrust.org/riverwatch

Open throughout the year
Boat Lane, Evesham,
Worcestershire, WR11 4BP
T: 01386 45460 E: raphaels@hamptonferry.co.uk
www.hamptonferry.com

Our delicious menu includes:
• Breakfasts
• Snacks
• Cakes
• Ice Creams
• Daily Specials
• Wines, Spirits and Beer
• Take Away Available
Some evenings we are open for private functions,
business meets, clubs and parties
(Please ring Chris on 01386 300579 to arrange)
Upstairs seating for 20+ also courtyard seating available
5 Royal Arcade, Broad Street, Pershore, WR10 1AG,
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Camera action
saves the day

Ombudsman
scheme

ANT has joined The Waterways
Ombudsman Scheme to give its river
users an independent final third level
for complaints.
The Scheme has provided
independent dispute resolution for
customers, from 1 January 2020, on
top of the Trust’s current in-house
complaints procedure.
The move replaces the previous
arrangement where an Independent
Trustee/Director was the final
escalation point for complaints.
“We actively encourage feedback
and make it as easy as possible for
people to have their say. We get very
few complaints but The Waterways
Ombudsman Scheme provides
a valued, independent system of
adjudication if customers are not
satisfied with the outcome of our own
investigation,” says Chief Executive
Clive Matthews.
More details about the Waterways
Ombudsman Scheme can be found
at www.waterways-ombudsman.org.

Sharp-eyed Welford Reachmasters Kim
Kennedy and partner Chris Conway
proved exactly why Volunteers are so
important to the Trust.
Kim noticed the gate was leaking
on a Sunday evening in September
and quickly shot a video, which
allowed Clive Matthews to assess
the situation immediately.
“That meant we could go in first thing
Monday with all the kit we needed
and not waste time having to survey
the problem. An excellent example of
Volunteers being our eyes and ears,”
says Clive, who was able to let narrow
beam boats through before repairing
the Gate Off by the afternoon.
“That was pretty fast work, so our
Volunteers not only saved the day,
they saved a lot of downtime too,” adds
Paul Cronin.
“That’s part of our job, because Clive
and his team can’t be everywhere all

This was well in advance of many other volunteer
organisations and allowed us to support the Works
Team in getting the river looking good and open for
business.

NEWS

the time,” says Kim, who lives with
Chris at Bidford.
They’ve been Reachmasters since
2014 and their lock, beautifully
bedecked with flowers in Chris’
handcrafted planters, regularly gets
compliments from passing traffic.
“Welford is one of the prettiest locks
on the river and we’re very lucky to be
here,” adds Kim who’s only beef is the
name of their new Viking 26 wide beam.
“It’s Snow Tiger and I hate it as it’s
the very opposite of what this tranquil
river is to me, but I’m too superstitious
to change it!”

A Cornish wheeze

“I’ve got a bit lost,” joked VPO Adrian
Bailey when he whizzed this picture to
Chairman of Volunteers Paul Cronin
in the summer.
He looks like he is ANT licence
checking in foreign waters, but it’s a
wheeze.
Actually Adrian was holidaying in
Cornwall’s Fowey and donned his cap
especially for the photo shoot whilst on
a fishing trip. “It shows we VPOs do get
out and about,” smiles Adrian, pictured
aboard his Warrior 165.
He carries out his ANT patrol work on
The Roger Hewett and was glad to be
set free to work on that, lock painting,
helping to man Avon Lock and keeping
the grass down at his local church too.
“I’d much rather be active,” he says.

A lasting legacy

Many of you will know about the tragic loss of Nick Farr.
He was a good friend as well as my righthand man.
There’s a special tribute in this magazine, but I
must also record my sincere thanks for all that Nick
did for the Trust.
He was Reachmaster at Harvington Lock, Patrol
Officer and headed up the MVT and SWEEP operations.
Reachmasters & Associates Recruitment and induction training were also on his
list and he swelled the number of Volunteers well past
We finished 2019 with a flourish - a trip on the
the 100 mark.
Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam Railway on
We are still coming to terms with his sad loss but
December 28, travelling in style in a first class Pullman
his legacy of achievement and the memories of such
style carriage that had been reserved for us.
wonderful times will remain with us.
We enjoyed fresh bacon rolls, mulled wine, tea
and coffee on our journey through the Cotswolds Introducing the TV Team
to Cheltenham, over the recently reopened line to A small team of volunteers was recruited to allow
Tewkesbury’s Avon Lock to reopen as Covid-19 secure.
Broadway.
The Tewkesbury Volunteer Team (TVT) has
It was great day out. Little did we know then that this
was to be our last social event for more than a year! been operating the lock since July 4 until resuming
booked passage only on November 2.
Independence day
The Team has safely locked through more than
The winter weather last year was much worse than
1,250
boats and at least 120 paddleboarders. It has
“normal” and saw the river in flood almost continuously
also
washed
down all the winter flood aftermath on the
from September 2019 until March 2020, leaving little
moorings
and
the lock as well as doing a full repaint
chance to carry out any work before the pandemic hit.
and
keeping
the
‘village green’ and lock garden neat
We were extremely fortunate that the hard work
completed by Clive and Adrian, supported by our and tidy. It was a privilege to be part of the team
Health and Safety consultant and ratified by the ANT Making a splash
Executive, allowed us to restart volunteering on July 4. Our MVT (Mobile Volunteer Team) and SWEEP

n Continued on p34.

A view of Strensham
Lock at twilight in
memory of Nick
Farr and the river he
loved so dearly.
Photo: Chris Knight.
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What does a Reachmaster do?

NEWS

reluctantly had to be stood down in 2020 as it was
not possible to run this in a Covid secure way.
But the VPOs (Volunteer Patrol Officers) have
been doing their usual sterling work checking out
licences along the entire navigation, both on and off
the water. They have also been providing help and,
when needed, guidance.
The ever busy MVS (Maritime Volunteer Service)
has continued to support us in many ways (please see
the special feature following this report).
We are extremely grateful for the team’s untiring
efforts in helping the Trust as well as Boaters in need.

Recruitment

Volunteer recruitment is currently on hold. However
we hope to be able to restart this during 2021. Keep
an eye on our website for further information. Go to:
www.avonnavigationtrust.org.
We are constantly seeking ways to recognise and
reward the work of our Volunteers. Our welcome pack
includes free first year Trust membership, River Guide,
Pennant Badge and Flag, Pen and illustrated map of
the Navigation.
We (usually!) hold an annual Volunteer seminar to
share ANT’s plans and provide First Aid and water
safety training.
Fourteen of our Volunteers are trained to RYA
standard for helming our work and volunteer boats,
particularly helpful when we operate Trip Boats
at Festivals and for moving our boats around the
navigation in readiness for their next job.
Our annual Volunteers’ Spring meal gets us all in
good spirits for the work ahead and we have other
regular events throughout the year.

Join us

You can support us in all sorts of ways, including:
Adopting a Lock - our Reachmasters are always

grateful for extra help with grass cutting, gardening and
painting. We regularly receive praise for the appearance
of our locks.
Adopt an Overnight Mooring - general light maintenance
to keep them in good condition for boaters, walkers
and picnickers.
Events - we normally support various festivals: in May,
Tewkesbury’s BIG Weekend, and in July at Stratfordupon-Avon, Evesham and Pershore. We always appreciate
help in the planning or on the day itself.
Be a Lock Keeper for the day - Volunteers have helped
summer boaters through locks for more than 50 years.
They also have lots of fun, often making it a family day
with a picnic or barbecue. Training (for the lock, not the
socialising!) can be arranged if required.
Help with lock painting - we organise a Volunteers’
day or weekend each year to makeover a lock. Marlcliff
Lock is next in line.

All change

A big thank you to the following Volunteers, who moved
location to ensure all our locks are covered:
 Weir Brake Lock - Kevan and Sally Humphrey
 Barton Lock - Matt and Kate Norkett
 Harvington Lock - Rob and Cathy Cawley
 Offenham Lock - Anne Farr
 Chadbury Lock - Mike Thomson, also at Wyre and
Harvington.
 Pershore Lock - Penny Clover and Harry Stoopman
 Nafford Lock - Bill Davis
 Strensham Lock - Chris Knight

Thank you and farewell

With a very BIG thank you for all your help and support:
Wyre Lock - Volunteer Reachmasters Bruce Bosworth,
Bill and Mary Sneyd.
Weir Brake Lock - Dudley Holmes, Carole SambrookHurst.

NEWS 2020

It’s a question I am often asked. In simple terms,
it is another term for Team Leader.
Reachmasters are normally allocated
to a lock and are responsible for ensuring
that everything is in good order and report
any concerns. They are supported by other
Volunteers sometimes referred to as Auxiliaries.
They are also responsible for keeping an
“eyes and ears” watch on their reach of river,
which is upstream of their lock.

And finally

A very, very BIG THANK YOU to all Volunteers
who rose to the challenge of working in such
difficult conditions in 2020. We were just
about able to cover all lock and mooring sites
and were quickly able to get things back to
the standards we normally achieve. Well done
to everyone.
If you would like to join us, please feel free
to contact me. Alternatively further details are
available from www.avonnavigationtrust.org.
PAUL CRONIN
Chairman of Volunteers

Sunday Lock Duty Report 2020
This has been the first year, in
approximately 60, that we have not
been able to carry out normal lock
duties, thanks to Covid-19.
I have attended two funerals this
year. Firstly, in February, for Gloria
Hamnett. Gloria and Ken, on their
narrowboat Moon Shine , were
often seen on the upper reaches
of the Avon, locking etc and they
always attended the Stratford Water
Festival.
The second, in October, for our
very own Pat Dodson. Pat was
secretary to Dudley Matthews MBE
and the Reachmasters Association
for many years and, with her family,
was a great supporter of the

lock duties, manning Chadbury
or Fladbury on many Sundays
throughout the season.
One of our most hard working
Volunteering couples, Bill and Mary
Sneyd (Wyre Lock), have sold their
narrowboat and called it a day.
I am sad to lose them. You would
always find them on the lock at
weekends with Mary selling her
paintings and bits and bobs.
Over the past 11 years, Mary and
Bill have raised £2,131.42 for the
Trust. What an achievement!
They have been our Reachmasters
for more than 40 years. It will be
strange without them.
It has been 11 years since I took

over Sunday Lock Duty from the
lovely Dudley and, with time on my
hands at the moment, I’ve totalled
up how much we have raised for the
Trust through lock donations, raffles
and of course the festivals.
It adds up to £15,781.69. That’s
really something to be proud of and
smile about.
We look forward to resuming our
duties in 2021 and welcoming new
Volunteers to our rota. Do please get
in touch if you would like to join us.

DIANA MORGAN
Reachmaster and Associates
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MVS
NEWS
Constant ANT supporters
Severn Unit Maritime
Volunteer Service (MVS)
were flooded with praise for
their work all year.
Chief Executive Clive
Matthews and Council
Chairman Jack Hegarty
quickly reiterated Chairman
of Volunteers Paul Cronin’s
glowing tribute. “I fully
support all that Paul has said
- it is appreciated by ANT,”
added Jack.
“I wanted to put on record
my sincere thanks for all
the support so freely given,”
explains Paul, who listed a
long line of the most recent
MVS efforts, including
clearing hazardous tree
blockages and cleaning
safety signage in areas
inaccessible to ANT barges.
“You really are our fourth
emergency service.”
Here’s a diary of another
sterling 12 months’ work.

Wet, wet, yet...

The MVS had already been super
busy clearing King John's Bridge of
debris washed down by 2019 winter
downpours, when the new year opened
with more glum weather.
In February, as the ANT team worked
flat out, the MVS squad was keeping
a constant eye on river levels, with
members rushing to help out here,
there and anywhere in all sorts of ways.
They aided a business owner
struggling to heft stock above flood
level, transported sandbags to homes
and helped grateful residents build
defences.
“We even transported people from
the local Ashchurch railway station to
the town, when buses couldn’t run as
many of the roads suddenly became

under water,” says Head of Unit Nic
Price.
His teams also rushed to a local
sailing club where two cruisers had
broken free from their moorings in
high winds.
The Unit managed to get them to
the safety of the marina before they
were damaged.
Then things got worse.
“Just when we were preparing for the
new boating season in the spring we all
went into the first national lockdown,”
sighs our news reporter, MVS Volunteer
Sue Price.
“We managed some limited activities
afloat when that lifted but, looking back,
I realise what a lot we still managed to
do, despite the restrictions.”

Towing a cruiser
into the safety
of Tewkesbury
Marina after it
broke loose from
its mooring.

Impressive results by road and river
There was more good news for the ANT Volunteer
Patrol Officer (VPO) team, which notched up its best
year yet in 2020.
This year Adrian Bailey and Peter Underwood still
managed to provide cover by road and by boat, and
achieved some impressive results.
“Fewer boats were reported
without a registration certificate
and a higher number of boats that
were reported quickly came in line
VPO
with the bylaws,” reports Office
report
Manager Adrian Main, who leads
the team.
They ticked off 18 visits to
Marinas by road and 27.1 of the

47.2 miles afloat, issuing 51 notices, compared to
61 last year. Two vessels were reported for speeding.
All boats on Avon Navigation waters (including
tributaries and marina basins) - from the confluence
of the Severn at Tewkesbury to Alveston Weir, north
of Stratford - must be registered with ANT and have
a current licence displayed.
Part of this registration process involves checking
that the boat is insured and has been tested, if
applicable, under the Boat Safety Scheme.
All craft must also have a permanent mooring and
observe the 4mph upstream and 6mph downstream
speed limits.
“This all helps to make the Avon Navigation a safe
and enjoyable place to go boating,” adds Adrian.

MVS
NEWS

NEWS 2020

MVS cruiser Minerva, with the
Rigiflex dinghy (still with its
outboard) preparing warning
markers to alert Boaters to
underwater obstructions above
Strensham.

Springing to summer rescues
Summer brought out glad to be free Boaters and sprang
a fair few challenges.
“We were called upon numerous times to help those
stranded by broken down boats, probably because their
vessels had been laid up for months,” observes Nic.
The ANT team, busy attending to an emergency
elsewhere, requested aid when reports came in that tree
trunks from a nearby wood were lying half submerged
near Strensham.
The MVS used its own marker fenders to warn Boaters
of the hazard until ANT could tackle the problem. But
a week later the securing ropes had been cut and the
fenders were gone.
“Clearly they marked underwater hazards, which
could have done serious harm to any boats that had

Ever ready MVS

the misfortune to hit them, and now the Unit, which is
a charity, has also lost a set of valuable fenders,” says
Nic, who had an even bigger problem to contend with
later in August.
Both the Unit’s 15hp outboards were stolen, leaving
the team unable to operate the small boats, which are
vital to the Unit.
“When people are stranded by floods our small boats
are the only ones able to get under King John's Bridge
to provide much needed support,” adds Nic, whose team
is currently fundraising to replace them both.
The Unit also provided a guard of honour on Jubilee
Bridge, as the hearse carrying Nick Farr passed.
“We were proud to be able to have this opportunity to
say farewell to our ANT colleague and friend.”

A MVS Volunteer is always ready to be of service, it seems...
even on family hols.
Regional Head of Seamanship Tim Huckvale was heading
into Cardiff Bay on his way home from Ilfracombe on
his Nelson cruiser, when he heard a yachtsman call the
coastguard for help.
His engine had failed and he was drifting in a dredged
shipping channel, with a large dredger bearing down on him.
Tim turned his boat around and, seeing the oncoming
commercial craft, took the yacht in tow with the help of
his son John.
They whisked the stricken vessel out of the path of the
dredger and took her to Penarth Marina via the Cardiff
Barrage (right).
“It was good to be able to lend a hand to a fellow Boater l ANT VPO Adrian Bailey was also shipshape and
in trouble,” says Tim.
travelling further afield last summer. See page 32.
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Avon Bank Meadow
Mooring & Touring

The Avon Navigation Trust is proud of its customer
service and support. We always welcome your
comments, via our website, feedback cards, letter,
email, by phone or in person when appropriate.

Caravan &
Motorhome
Club CL Site
Fully Serviced
Rally Field
Boats up to 70ft

Tel: 01386553835
Mob: 07908598437
Email: johnfullagar007@gmail.com

Mill Lane, Wyre Piddle,
Worcs WR10 2JF

Bottled gas
Winter storage
Chemical toilet
emptying
Fishing ( when available)

WE ALSO

Village bus stop
Two village pubs

Provide easily accessible and immediate information via our unique River Watch, when Covid-19 allows,
on our screens at our Wyre Piddle head office, or at www. avonnavigationtrust.org/riverwatch.
Provide Navigation Alerts - subscribe free for email alerts for up to date navigation information.
Provide flood-safe moorings and havens along our river.

Free WiFi
Laundry Facilities

Avon Bank Meadow,

Our 24/7 friendly emergency phone service (0300 999 2010) is always there for advice and help. We
attend all stranded boats and provide physical and moral support.
Whatever the conditions, we can help with a fleet that includes two All Terrain Amphibious vehicle ARGO
CAT and four on-call Land Rovers.
We also have two Outboard Rib and two River Rescue Raiders with Water Safety Technicians to provide
on-call support.
We look after all unattended moored boats in extreme situations to ensure they stay afloat and safe.

The Avon Navigation Trust publishes this Avon Boaters’ Gateway to provide a means of communication with our
boating community. The opinions therein are those of the Editor and individual contributors and do not necessarily
represent the views of the Trust.
To contribute, or to book advertising space, please contact the office at office@avonnavigationtrust.org

Your

contacts

Chief Executive: Clive Matthews
Office: Adrian Main 01386 552517,
office@avonnavigationtrust.org
Incident: Concern Number 0300 999 2010
Licence Enquiry Number 0300 111 2010
Website: www.avonnavigationtrust.org
Publicity: info@crucialpr.co.uk
Advertising & Sales: Dutch Lewis

Share
your news
The Avon Boaters’ Gateway editorial team would love to
hear about your experiences on the river. You can contact
us at any time, with your tales and special photographs,
by emailing info@crucialpr.co.uk

Pershore Riverside Centre
is a local charity that
supports young people
aged 9-24 & offers services
to the wider community.
Here you can:
• Use the Pershore Pump Out, which helps to fund our work
• Take wheelchair users out on a wheelyboat,
run in partnership with ANT
• Hire our private riverside field
• Join us for our fun packed fundraiser in July 2021
• Access Bonkers Activities watersports
Find out more about our venue hire, youth clubs and NEET employment
programmes on www.pershoreriversidecentre.org.uk or 01386 554713
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Tewkesbury Cruises
Operating from April to October
Also available for private hire

Ferry Boat
Running from Back of Avon
(Tewkesbury) to The Fleet
(Twyning) via Croft Farm.

Trip Boat
35 minute boat trips around
Tewkesbury town running
from Back of Avon.
Further information will be available
from Severn Leisure Cruises
on 01684 593112,
www.severnleisurecruises.co.uk,
info@severnleisurecruises.co.uk
or from Tewkesbury Tourist Information

Monday - Friday:
9am - 5.30pm
Saturday:
9am - 6pm
Sunday:
10am - 4.30pm
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CHRISTOPHER BERRYMARINE SURVEYOR MIIMS
Pre-Purchase/Insurance Surveys
Osmosis Examinations & Consultancy
Damage Assessment
Non-destructive Examination of Steel Hulls
Examination of all constructions
Recreational Craft Directive (RCD)
Consultation
Boat Safety Scheme Inspector
British Ships Registration (BSR Part 1) Measurements & Documentation
www.marinesurveyor.org.uk
Telephone: 07710 175871
chris@marinesurveyor.org.uk
South West – South Coast – South Wales – West Country – North Devon – Midlands – Further Afield? Ask?

DUTCH LEWIS BROADBAND
Here truly is a band for all occasions,
equally brilliant as a function band for
Wedding Parties, Corporate events etc.,
as they are are on stage headlining at concerts.
Tele: 01386 553557 www.dutchlewis.com www.jaynesteele.com

Situated between Stratford-upon-Avon
and Bidford-on-Avon in the picturesque
village of Barton
Privately owned and run for
cruisers and narrowboats

DOVECOTE MOORINGS

Amenities
Calor gas, water, electric hook up,
chemical toilet disposal
and slipway
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Tel: 01789 773593 Mobile: 07500 700 718
E-Mail: mark.waterson@hoef.co.uk Website: dovecotemoorings.com

Barton Moorings is situated in a small basin beside the River Avon in
the heart of the Warwickshire countryside, between Bidford-onAvon and Stratford-upon-Avon. It’s an idyllic location with private
moorings for 17 narrow boats or river cruisers up to 70 feet long.
Long and short term moorings are available all year round. Electric
Hook-ups are available at each mooring. Other facilities include
water points, free WiFi, chemical disposal and refuse disposal.
Sarah 07771 993789

Paul 07957 904007

info@bartonmoorings.com

www.bartonmoorings.com
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THE BRIDGE
R I V E R S I D E

E AT E R I E

...situated in an idyllic setting
on the banks of the River Avon
High Street
Bidford on Avon
Warwickshire, B50 4BG

t: 01789 773700

w: www.thebridgeatbidford.com
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EAT. DRINK. RELAX
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Boating
Holidayss

www.thefourallswelfordonavon.co.uk
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Binton Bridge, Binton Road,
Welford-on-Avon, CV37 8PW

T : 01789 332184
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RATED 4.5

Rated 4.6 / 5 on

LOCATIONS
Nationwide

GET YOUR MESSAGE
ACROSS WITH CRUCIAL PR

Too busy to blow your own trumpet? Let Crucial PR blast
your news to the world.
We specialise in powerful PR & Communication campaigns
and bespoke business magazines to engage your audience,
whether that's your work team or clients, or both.
We are proud to provide PR and publications for the Avon
Navigation Trust. Can we help you get your message across?

Words are our business

Tel 01386 870154/07967 755879
info@crucialpr.co.uk
Produced by Crucial PR www.crucialpr.co.uk

